Teacher Directions 

The Unit Organizer

The unit organizer is an instructional tool used to help students and parents visualize content, expectations, and outcomes. Complex ideas are made simple with the unit organizer. Connections between prior knowledge and experiences are made apparent.

Sections of the Unit Organizer

Section 1

Current unit provides the title of the new unit.

Section 2

This section contains the name of the last unit or experience that relates to the new unit. 

Section 3

This section contains the name of the unit that will follow the current unit.

Section 4

The Bigger Picture contains the overall theme that ties all units together. The title of the course could be used; the core learning goal or assessment limit applicable to the section could be used

Section 5

The Unit Map is made up of a graphic organizer that can be general or more detailed. Level one begins with one oval containing a stem for the expectations for the unit. Level two contains multiple smaller shapes to complete the specifics for each stem. Level three contains additional shapes that provide examples for each expectation.

Section 6

The Unit Relationships section provides the verbs for what each student is expected to be able to do as the unit objectives are satisfied. This section serves as a guide to help students see relationships that might not be visible in the unit map. This section previews the format for possible questions on an assessment of the unit.

Section 7

This section is used to provide students and parents with guide questions for reflection and analysis of comprehension of the main ideas of the unit.

Section 8

The information in this section summarizes the schedule of required tests, projects and quizzes. Dates are incorporated where possible. Home assignments are not included here.

